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Editorial comment

This is a park: keep out

If you get a chance, stroll or drive over 
to the Riverdale train station this week-
end. Take a peek at the postage-stamp 
park on the water, designed to be 

reached from a ramp down from the south-
bound platform.

No fewer than three large and ugly signs 
loudly proclaim the park off-limits; no fewer 
than three locked gates enforce their injunc-
tion. But when you look at the park, you’ll 
wonder: “What in the world is all the fuss 
about?”

The park is a tiny plot of land, enclosed in 
a handsome picket fence, 
with a bench where the 
shoreline bulges out a bit. 
Some landscaping remains 
to be done, but a few tough 
shrubs that have resisted 
the salt breeze and the 
drifts of railroad pesticide 
provide a bit of shade. It’s 
a tranquil spot, one that 
should bring pleasure to 
people who, like Melville’s 
Ishmael, fi nd in the river 
“the image of the ungrasp-
able phantom of life.” 

That this parklet should 
have set hundreds of Riv-
erdalians quarreling, how-
ever; that it should have 
conjured images of hun-
dreds or thousands of New Yorkers converg-
ing on West 254th Street to bask in it; that 
nearby homeowners should have believed 
that because of it they would be beset with 
noisy all-night revelers or would become 
more vulnerable to theft, now that it is an 
actual presence seems simply laughable.

That the park remains a source of con-
tention, not between residents, but between 
state and city agencies, is ludicrous, as well. 
The state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, which built the park, Metro-
North, its landlord, and the city Parks De-
partment, which is to maintain it, cannot 
agree on who will be responsible if someone 
slips and falls. So, the minuscule park, the 
fi rst few square yards of public access to 
the Hudson’s shore in the Bronx, remains 
locked away.

Just as Riverdalians were at odds about 
this little riverside park, they have been at 
odds over the vision of a big one, running 
from the Riverdale station south to the Spuy-

ten Duyvil station, and, ultimately, connect-
ing to the Hudson River Greenway in Man-
hattan and, perhaps, extending the entire 
length of Riverdale to the city line.

That’s why fi nding a way to open the little 
park really matters. Its fate foreshadows the 
future. 

Will our children be able to fi nd in the 
river a living classroom? Will the Hudson 
be allowed to offer New Yorkers the sense 
of its power and beauty that only proxim-
ity affords, so that New Yorkers in turn 
will value the river enough to protect it? Or 

will the Hudson continue 
to be a remote presence, 
observed without much 
feeling from the Riverdale 
ridge or the apartment 
windows of a few? Will the 
river’s bounty of beauty 
and ease become a trea-
sure for Riverdalians and 
for all New Yorkers, or will 
it continue to be locked 
away? 

Today, Thursday, June 
23, Community Board 8’s 
parks committee, which 
has called on the Parks 
Department to live up to 
the commitments it made 
to assume responsibility 
for the park, is scheduled 

to take up the issue again. Later this month, 
Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion Jr. 
is to meet with Parks Commissioner Adrian 
Benepe in an effort to resolve the liability 
issue and unlock the park gate.

Greenways and rail-trails now crisscross 
the nation in a growing network. Rail-trails 
alone traverse more than 13,000 miles, with 
another 14,000 miles soon to be added. The 
Hudson River Greenway covers 540 miles 
and growing. Under the same state program 
that built the park in Riverdale, eight other 
sites from Yonkers to Beacon are being 
developed. The issues of safety and liabil-
ity have been faced and resolved countless 
times.

Can it truly be the case that the collective 
wisdom of our city and state cannot fi nd a 
way out of this dilemma? Surely the partici-
pants can resolve this impasse if they can 
summon their energy away from defend-
ing their turf, and use it instead to lift their 
heads and see the future. 
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Letters to the editor

To the editor:
Re: “Rebel teachers blast Bx. 

Science principal” (front page, 
May 26).

This science graduate (1950) 
feels like he is still there and in-
volved; he certainly is not sur-
prised at the latest problem, which 
was anticipated way back when.

While serving as PA treasurer 
in the middle ’80s, unfortunately, 
Ms. Reidy was known to me and 
others on the PA to have a reputa-
tion as an ‘irritant.’

Later, in, I believe, ’96, while I 
served as PA representative on 
the Principal Selection Committee, 
seeking and evaluating applicants 
for the next principal, her name 
came up briefl y; fortunately, she 
was not considered as an applicant 
at that time.

Why? She essentially was still 
known, both to faculty and parents, 
as an ‘irritant.’ Her tendency was, 

as I recall, to be excessively bossy, 
and, at times excessively combat-
ive with faculty members. She had, 
shortly after her initial employ-
ment at the school dropped her 
plans to complete a doctorate and, 
it was felt was antagonistic to those 
with such degrees. This made the 
committee pleased that there was 
no application for the post at that 
time.

Later I heard that she was ‘it.’ I 
shook my now gray head and won-
dered, after some 50-plus years, 
should I be concerned? Do hope 
that it works out, and, yes, hope 
that the students are not involved 
and aren’t being hurt.

Fortunately, for the students, 
most earlier principals seem to 
have been more acceptable among 
their fellow educators and avoided 
destructive staff differences, which 
do affect students in subtle ways.

PAUL A. MENCHER

To the editor:
Your article about the new Ea-

gle Scouts in Troop 240 (Second 
Front page, June 16) traces the 
history of this boy scout troop to 
1920. Am I remembering correctly 
that several months ago one of 
your feature articles about the past 
of Riverdale included a decades-
old correction of this version of the 
troop’s history?  

My memory of that feature is 
that original members of Troop 
240 reported (perhaps sometime 
in the 1950s) that it was founded 
in 1910, and then re-organized in 
1920.  If the troop was founded in 
1910, it would have been one of the 
very fi rst boy scout troops in this 
country.

RICHARD NOCHIMSON

“Out of the past” in the March 
31 issue reported a talk by Riverda-
lian George Keiser at the 40th an-
niversary party of Troop 240, in 
which he said he had joined the 
troop as a charter member in 
1910. That early history was pre-
served only in the recollections 

of its members; the records were 
destroyed in a fi re at Mr. Keiser’s 
home on the Goodridge estate in 
1917. The troop may have become 
inactive during World War I. In 
any case, it continues to mark its 
anniversary from the time it was 
reorganized under the sponsorship 
of Riverdale Presbyterian Church 
in 1920 — editor.

Y will get help
to help seniors
To the editor:

All my complaints have been 
heard. Thanks to Mr. Dinowitz for 
his help, and to everyone for all 
the grants that were donated to the 
YM-YWHA.

With the help that was given, 
the front of the building and the 
parking lot is being redone.

Our second most important 
project will be automatic doors to 
help our seniors and those with 
handicaps to enter the building 
without a problem.

By the time the year 2005 ends, 
we’ll have a lot of changes to be 
proud of to help our seniors, and 
everyone that comes to the YM-
YWHA.

Once again, thank you Mr. Dino-
witz, our Assemblyman 81st district.

Simon Senior Center is open 
to all seniors that want to spend a 
wonderful day. Please come and 
join, and make new friends. No 
charge, just come and sign up.

FAYE RICHMAN

Home gladdens 
residents’ hearts
To the editor:

Pauline and Henry Lazar and 
I totally agree, the Hebrew Home 
for the Aged at Riverdale is the 
only one.

World-renowned Hebrew Home 
in Riverdale caring for generations 
since 1917: no other nursing home 
in the U.S.A. equals its stature.

Where else in the universe do 
senior residents dwell along the 
scenic Hudson River Palisades, ab-
sorbing a view that gladdens one’s 
heart and soul with all that is beau-
tiful and lovely and wondrous on 
this globe, planet earth?

When a senior resident goes out-
doors on the great, green lawn and 
listens to the baby birdies chirping 
sweet melodies in their love nests 
and observing the various water-
craft sailing across the Hudson 
River banks, one is enveloped in 
an aura expressing love, peace and 
grace for all humankind.

I am very humble and proud to 
be in his presence!

SAM LIPTON

Science principal has long record

How old is local Boy Scout troop?
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W e welcome the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s May 16 ruling that struck 
down state laws prohibiting the 
direct shipment of wines by New 

York state wineries to points beyond our state’s 
borders.

The state laws just tossed out by the nation’s 
high court — New York’s among them — dated 
back to the Prohibition Era and have no place in 
the modern marketplace. The old law hurt local 
wine producers because they were banned from 
shipping to customers outside New York.

The New York Wine and Grape Foundation 
estimates that opening up interstate commerce 
to small vineyards will mean an increase in sales 
of about 25% annually. The old law also hurt the 
New York wine industry itself, because it se-
verely limited the exposure of New York wines 
beyond our state’s borders. By restricting the 
right to sell across the state lines to licensed 
distributors, the old law basically booted small 
vineyards right off the playing fi eld, because the 
large distributors aren’t interested in marketing 
their products.

Of course, the old law “protected” New York 
wines, too, because it also banned New Yorkers 
from purchasing wines direct from out-of-state 
winemakers. As one local wine advocate put it 

at Senator Hillary Clinton’s press conference 
at Paumanok Vineyards in Aquebogue Sunday: 
“Bring ’em on!” The fi ne wines produced locally 
are up to the challenge.

In reality, the only interests that were being 
protected by the old law were those of the dis-
tributors. And they know how to guard their 
interests well in our state capitol. That’s why 
Sen. Clinton came to Long Island Wine Country 
Sunday to champion legislative reform on this 
issue.

The state Legislature can go in one of two di-
rections in the wake of the new Supreme Court 
decision. It can open up interstate direct sales in 
New York, or it can ban direct sales altogether, 
even intra-state sales. The latter would be good 
for distributors but disastrous for vineyards. And 
as such, it would be disastrous for our entire re-
gion.

We’ve come to take for granted the beautiful 
vistas afforded by acres of grapevines, as well as 
the infusion of tourist dollars brought into our lo-
cal economy by the vineyards. We should support 
them now by contacting our state representatives 
and urging them to support a new law that opens 
up interstate commerce for New York’s wineries. 
It’s time, indeed, to “uncork New York.” — The 
Suffolk Times, Mattituck, N.Y.

From other pens
Uncork New York

Photo by Raffi  Holoszyc-Pimentel

PADLOCKS AND ugly signs tell anyone who would think 
of using the new park on the Hudson shore built at the 
Riverdale train station to forget about it. New efforts to 
open it are on the agenda. See Editorial comment.

Don’t go near 
the water

To the editor:
As I was walking on Netherland 

Avenue one day last week, I noticed 
a man lovingly carrying a beautiful 
black and white Shih Tzu. Since I 
am the doting mother of two York-
shire Terriers, as well as a passion-
ate animal lover, I felt comfortable 
enough to befriend him.

He told me that he adopted 
“Jaden” from Paws All Around, 
an animal shelter located in the 
Bronx. Since I had been trying to 
fi nd one in the Bronx, I was elated 
to hear this information.

Upon fi nding their Web site 
and reading their “Wish List” I 
promptly started to ask some of 
my friends and neighbors for do-
nations. Robin and Nancy are in 
charge of a private house that they 
converted into a makeshift shelter 
for stray, abused and abandoned 
dogs until they are adopted.

After packing up towels, sheets 
and cans of Pedigree Adult dog 
food, my husband and I paid Paws 
All Around a visit. Most of the gen-
tle, loving and friendly dogs that 

greeted us were full grown. How-
ever, there was a fi ve-month-old 
Akita/Shepherd mix who fell in 
love with my husband. The feeling, 
I might add, was mutual.

This particular puppy was found 
underneath a car in the South 
Bronx. Fortunately, some kind soul 
found it and brought it to Paws All 
Around. All of the dogs looked like 
they were in good health, and had 
clean, shiny coats.

If anyone is interested in being 
the owner of a wonderful, uncondi-
tionally loving animal, please con-
sider rescuing before purchasing. 
I will be visiting them frequently, 
as I already have more shopping 
bags fi lled with toys, food, towels 
and treats.

Their address is Paws All 
Around, 365 E. 194th Street (off 
Webster Avenue). The phone num-
ber is 646-685-9253. If you would 
like to learn more about them, and 
view the dogs, you can visit their 
Web site at pawsallaround.org.

ANITA BOWERS

Shelter rescues abandoned dogs

About letters
The Riverdale Press welcomes 

letters to the editor. It is commit-
ted to providing an open forum 
for opinions. All we ask is that you 
sign your letter and give us an ad-
dress and daytime telephone num-
ber. We won’t publish your address 
or phone number. They’ll be used 
only to verify a letter’s authenticity. 
Letters may be edited for space and 
clarity. You can mail your letter, fax 
it to 718-548-4038, or send it via 
e-mail to letters@riverdalepress.
com.

Poets 
corner
Rabbits
Rabbits have some nasty habbits
one of which is twitching noses
and some say where there is two
a third or fourth or fi fth appears
just how this is is clear amazing —
leaving many quite aghast —
they hardly look, 
their ears are long, 
they hop so fast.  
(I take no credit for this —

it’s just one more thing 
I accuse a muse of. )

JAMES O’GARA

All the lovely days
Bare are the branches in winter,
Green are the leaves of spring
Red and gold crown the autumn,
In summer, the sun is King!

A. I. MAYERS
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