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LYNN SCHWARZ, front, and Judy Baier graphically display their contention that the foundation of 3329-
3333 Giles Place had been laid too close to the curb. The Board of Standards and Appeals agreed. 

Ruling suspends construction
at contested Giles Place site

By Alisa Opar

The new owner of the former Baptist 
Home for the Aged, on Henry Hudson 
Parkway north of West 232nd Street., 
plans to tear it down. 

Dismayed neighbors learned of the 
sale and the building’s fate last week when 
they received notices from a development 
firm called Hudson Arlington Builders, 
telling them that the firm was obtaining 
demolition permits. 

So far, the developer has kept mum 
about what will be built in the nursing 
home’s place, as has the former owner, the 
Hebrew Home for the Aged, but the site is 
zoned for apartment houses. The rezoning 
of the area approved last fall reduced the 
permissible height of buildings to six to 
eight stories while expanding their bulk, 
so that they may cover most of the lot.

The Hebrew Home’s deal to sell the 75-
year-old building at 3260 Henry Hudson 
Parkway to the Larchmont-based devel-
oper for $11,942,360 closed on July 20, 
according to city Department of Finance 
records. The nursing home acquired the 
Baptist Home in 1996 and used it as a 
satellite to house 85 residents until this 
June.

The sale came nearly a year after the 
city Landmarks Preservation Commission 
turned down a request to designate the 
Baptist Home a landmark. Residents of the 
neighboring Parkway House submitted 
the request along with Stephen Byrns, a 
Riverdale architect who since has become 
a member of the Landmarks Commission, 
and Steven Bernardo, president of the 
Association of Riverdale Cooperatives.

A spokeswoman for the nursing home, 

By Joshua Payne

Construction of a new six-story apart-
ment building on Giles Place in Kings-
bridge Heights cannot continue, the city’s 
Board of Standards and Appeals ruled 
Tuesday.

In what became a complicated fenc-
ing match between the developer, Paris 
Giannopulos, and the city, the Department 
of Buildings had cited many problems 
with the project, including invalid permits, 
mishandling of asbestos and noncompli-
ance with changes in zoning regulations. 

After almost a year of opposition from 
local residents and seven hearings on the 
matter, the BSA, a quasi-judicial body that 
hears land use and zoning appeals, upheld 

the Department of Buildings.
The ruling is a victory, as well, for neigh-

borhood organizations that had opposed 
construction of an apartment building in 
an area dominated by homes and for Com-
munity Board 8, which pressed success-
fully to rezone the area.

Lynn Schwarz, vice president of the 
Fort Independence Park Neighborhood 
Association, said that she is especially 
relieved by Tuesday’s ruling because 
she thought the tide had turned in Mr. 
Giannopulos’ favor at the July 12 BSA 
meeting.

“After a year of really, really hard work, 
we are gratified that the Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals has seen that the devel-

By Joshua Payne

Local commuters who ride the express 
bus to and from Manhattan are extremely 
dissatisfied with the service since the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
took over from Liberty Lines in January, 
according to an unscientific poll conduct-
ed by Councilman Oliver Koppell.

Close to 73 percent of the 206 riders 
polled said overall service has declined, 
and more than 78 percent said the buses 
no longer run on schedule.

Riders singled out late afternoon week-
day runs and weekend service as unreli-
able. The most common complaint in the 
one-page survey was that those buses 
arrive late or never show up at all.

“If Liberty Lines could run them on 
time with almost no complaints, the MTA 
should be able to do the same,” said 

Mr. Koppell, who canvassed seven bus 
stops in Riverdale and plans to visit stops 
in Kingsbridge and Manhattan later this 
month. “Failure of MTA management and 
complaints about driver courtesy are what 
I’m hearing again and again.”

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz is work-
ing with Mr. Koppell while conducting 
a separate survey using a more detailed 
questionnaire. Mr. Dinowitz and Mr. Kop-
pell included copies of Mr. Koppell’s sur-
veys in a letter they sent to MTA chairman 
Peter Kalikow that chastised the agency. 
“What has happened has given a black eye 
to the MTA and indirectly to government 
itself,” they wrote.

The MTA declined to comment on 
the survey, but spokeswoman Mercedes 
Padilla said, “we have not seen any sig-
nificant changes” in ridership since the 

By Joshua Payne

If she had not chosen a career in poli-
tics, C. Virginia Fields would have made 
an excellent school principal.

The Manhattan borough president is 
polite, but no pushover. She’s friendly 
enough to say “hello” in the hallway, but 
wouldn’t hesitate to give detention. And 
she knows just enough about what’s going 
on to formulate general policy, yet not 
enough to teach a detailed class.

But Ms. Fields is not a principal, she’s a 
politician — and she’s running for mayor.

Wearing a neat string of pearls, gold 

earrings and a white sweater during a 
recent interview, she even looks the part 
of a professional administrator, and her 
first priority is education.

As mayor, Ms. Fields said she would 
focus on increasing “excellence and oppor-
tunity” among city students. To promote 
excellence, Ms. Fields proposes increas-
ing the number of seats at schools such 
as Stuyvesant High School, Bronx High 
School of Science and Brooklyn Technical 
High School so more students have access 
to teaching at the highest caliber.

In stressing the need to reduce the 
dropout rate, Ms. Fields wants to give stu-

dents more opportunities. “Those oppor-
tunities can be met by linking our educa-
tional programs with more apprenticeship 
opportunities, vocational-technical train-
ing, job training and internship opportuni-
ties,” Ms. Fields said. She did not provide 
specific examples of how more apprentice-
ships would be achieved.

When it comes to the small school initia-
tive, Ms. Fields’ opinion is more concrete. 
“I think it represents poor planning on the 
part of the Department of Education,” she 
said. Ms. Fields primary concern is the 
evolution of what she called “two-tier level 
schools within the same building.” With 

small school students receiving more 
resources, reduced class sizes and more 
focused attention than those in the larger 
schools which house them, Ms. Fields is 
worried about an uneven playing field.

Under Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Ms. 
Fields thinks that the voices of leaders 
within public schools have been ignored. 
“Who knows best, other than principals, 
about some of the critical decisions that 
need to be made?” Ms. Fields asked. “And 
they’re not a part of the down-to method-
ologies on teaching the curriculum.”
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MAYOR MICHAEL BLOOMBERG flanked by Board 8 parks committee chairman Ari Hoffnung, Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz and Congressman Eliot Engel at the opening of the park at the Riverdale Train Station.

By Alisa Opar

As Mayor Michael Bloomberg cele-
brated the opening of the gates that had 
barred access to a park on the banks of 
the Hudson River at the Riverdale train 
station, several local officials called the 
tiny park the first step to more extensive 
riverside recreation.

Mr. Bloomberg returned to Riverdale 
on Aug. 4 to keep the promise he made 
here in June when he said he would cut 
the bureaucratic tangle that had kept the 
public locked out of the park, which was 
built by the state Department of Conser-
vation on land controlled by Metro-North, 
but will be maintained by the city Parks 
Department.

“Thanks to an agreement between 
Parks and Metro-North, this community 
will have one more vantage point from 
which to experience the beauty of the 
Hudson River,” Mr. Bloomberg said, refer-
ring to the park as “a place to come and 
reflect.” 

Tony Cassino, the chairman of Com-
munity Board 8 and Ari Hoffnung, the 
chair of the board’s parks committee, said 
they foresaw a day when a waterfront park 
would run from the Riverdale to the Spuy-
ten Duyvil station.

The park’s opening is the “beginning of 
a trend,” Mr. Cassino said.

“Our waterfront is an underutilized 
resource,” said Mr. Hoffnung, who is 
seeking the Democratic nomination to 
become Riverdale’s representative in the 
City Council. At the ceremony he renewed 
his call for increased access to the shore, 
and a day later issued a plan for “cleaner 
and greener parks” and took a swipe at his 
opponent, Councilman Oliver Koppell, say-
ing, “We need elected officials who believe 
that our waterfront belongs to everyone, 
and who will make a commitment to this 
community and grant everyone the access 
we deserve. Oliver Koppell has failed in 
that regard.”

Mr. Koppell, who did not attend the cer-

Fields promises to decentralize levers of power
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A dream
deferred
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awaited new infield at Seton 
Park may scrap next year's 
baseball season. Second 
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tested
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women will compete in the 
annual GHI Bronx Tennis 
Classic tournament in Cro-
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comfort
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children seven days a week. 
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The decision to 
halt construction 
came four days 
after a dozen 
members of the 
Fort Independence 
Park Neighborhood 
Association 
held a small but 
impassioned 
protest at the site.

Mayor unlocks gates
to riverfront access



Malka Margolies, said “the con-
tract has a confidentiality agree-
ment” that barred her from dis-
cussing the deal.

Hudson Arlington Builders did 
not return phone calls inquiring 
about the purchase. The firm is 
a subsidiary of L&M Equity, a 
New York-based development and 
construction company run by Ron 
Moelis and Sandy Loewentheil.

The City Investment Fund, 
which teamed up with L&M to 
acquire the property, also refused 
to divulge any information about 
what lies in store for the site. 

“I’m not in a position to com-
ment on that,” said Howard 
Glatzer, the company’s managing 
director of acquisitions. The fund, 
a limited partnership formed by 
the real estate giant Fisher Broth-
ers and the Morgan Stanley Real 
Estate Fund IV, LP, is headed by 
Richard L. Fisher, who is also a 
senior partner of Fisher Brothers 
and a trustee of Horace Mann 
School.

Frustrating silence

Residents are frustrated by the 
lack of information. “Everything is 
hush-hush and it’s just gotten our 
suspicions up as to what’s going 
on here,” said Norman Danzig, co-

founder of Concerned Residents 
of Riverdale. Mr. Danzig said he 
hopes the demolition notice will 
spur residents to take action, 
though he wasn’t sure what the 
next step should be. 

Rhea Dornbush, who lives 
next door to the Baptist Home, 
followed the instructions on the 
five-day demolition notice telling 
neighbors to contact the devel-
oper’s office with questions. She 
left her name, number and a brief 
message on the construction 
manager’s voicemail, but five days 
later she still had not heard back 
from him. 

‘Part of history’

“I can’t do anything at this 
point. I imagine what’s going to 
happen is they’ll demolish the 
property — and it’s a real shame,” 
she said.  Ms. Dornbush, who 
submitted the proposal to make 
the building a landmark, lamented 
the building’s impending destruc-
tion. “Although the Landmarks 
Commission may not think it 
meets their criteria, it’s a part of 
Riverdale history,” she said (see 
accompanying story).

In addition to contacting the 
developer, residents have turned 
to community leaders for answers 
about what will happen to the prop-

erty and whether anything can be 
done to stop the demolition. The 
leaders, in turn, say they are also 
in the dark. 

“We’re trying to find out what’s 
going on,” said City Councilman 
Oliver Koppell. He plans to speak 
with the Hebrew Home’s execu-
tive vice president Daniel Rein-
gold, who he said is currently on 
vacation, adding, until then, “we’re 
kind of stuck.” 

Not much to do

Tony Cassino, chair of Commu-
nity Board 8, agreed that there’s 
not much that can be done at this 
point. 

He expects an apartment build-
ing to replace the nursing home, 
and said it was a shame the Bap-
tist Home would not be renovated 
instead. “I have to imagine that it’s 
going to be replaced with some-
thing that doesn’t have a fraction 
of its charm and distinction,” he 
said. 

Hudson Arlington’s parent 
company, L&M Equity, uses its 
own construction company to 
build housing. 

Recent projects include Palacio 
del Sol, a 124-unit affordable hous-
ing building on Melrose Avenue 
and 156th Street; Taino Plaza, a 
seven-story apartment building on 

East 164th Street in the South 
Bronx offering low-income hous-
ing and retail space; and two build-
ings in Williamsburg, a 15-story 

building with 140 affordable hous-
ing units and a 14-story building 
with 210 condominium units next 
door.
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Builder mum about plans along pkwy

January takeover.
In their responses, bus riders 

also vented about issues aside 
from the schedule.

Several blasted the removal of 
fare boxes that accept dollar bills, 
so that riders paying cash have to 
come up with 20 quarters. “Having 
to give all quarters is ABSURD!!” 
wrote a Spuyten Duyvil resident, 
who also voiced another common 
complaint: “The $5 fare is exces-
sive regardless of the service.” 

Many residents noted a decline 
in civility among bus drivers.

“I find some drivers obnoxious, 
discourteous to passengers” wrote 
one commuter. Another wrote that, 
“Drivers are impolite, [they] often 
don’t respond to a ‘good morning’ 
or ‘evening.’” He went on to say that 
drivers seldom turn on air condition-
ing when passengers request it.

Some riders don’t even like the 
new buses purchased to replace 
Liberty Lines’ over-the-hill fleet.

“The seats are too high.  My 
feet do not reach the floor,” wrote 
Riverdalian Pat Monahan. “The 
drivers also have a hard time with 
tight turns. The buses are just too 
big.”

What is perhaps the last straw 
for many riders is the fare increase 
that accompanied the transfer of 
service.  Riders now pay an addi-
tional dollar for each trip on an 
express bus. “For the privilege of 
these new problems, we’ve had a 
25-percent increase in fares,” Mr. 
Dinowitz said.

Mr. Dinowitz and Mr. Koppell 
will continue to collect surveys 
until the end of this month. They 
intend to present the full results 
of the survey to the MTA in Sep-
tember.

Fields promises to share 
power with communities

Riders vent fury 
at ex bus service
(Continued from page A1)

oper did not follow the laws and 
procedures,” Ms. Schwarz said. 
“And now this development will 
not go forward.”

Whether that is true depends 
on Mr. Giannopulos’ next move.

Jordan Most, a lawyer who rep-
resented the developer at the hear-
ings, said he did not know whether 
Mr. Giannopulos would turn to 
the courts in an effort to undo the 
BSA ruling. He will have to decide 
quickly, the lawyer said. He has 30 
days to file a notice of appeal with 
the state Supreme Court. 

Otherwise, he may sell the 
property, or build on it using new 
plans consistent with the zoning 
changes that permit only detached 
one- or two-family homes.

Time for correction

Mr. Most went on to say that he 
wished the Department of Build-
ings had given his client a small 
window of time to correct one of 
the main violations, that the foun-
dation was not set back far enough 
from the property line.

“If my problem was not a front 
setback but a roof issue, it would 
still be a zoning issue,” Mr. Most 
said, but not one that would have 
raised the community’s ire. “And 
to not allow me to fix it is unfair.”

Construction at the site has 
been halted since October 2004, 
when the Department of Buildings 

issued a stop-work order.
The board’s Aug. 9 decision 

came four days after a dozen mem-
bers of the Fort Independence 
Park Neighborhood Association 
held a small but impassioned pro-
test in front of the plywood wall at 
the construction site at 3329 and 
3333 Giles Place.

Careful measurement

Using a tape measure and 
homemade, foam board signs to 
show where the foundation vio-
lates regulations, Ms. Schwarz 
reached through the chain link 
fence to measure from the founda-
tion to the curb. “It’s 11 feet, nine 
inches,” she said. “Now he’s on 
city property!”

Judy Baier, who lives across 
the street from the construc-
tion site, talked about clouds of 
asbestos dust that billowed from 
the windows of the house demol-
ished last year to make way for 
the apartment building. She also 
complained about the foundation 
rising from street level when there 
were no permits for above-grade 
construction. “We’re just trying to 
get them to obey the law, period,” 
she said.

After the decision was issued, 
Ms. Baier was ecstatic. “A six-
story apartment building is not 
a doghouse,” she said through a 
wide smile. “It would have been 
there forever.”

Board stymies 
Giles Pl. builder

Mayor unlocks gates to riverfront access
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As mayor, Ms. Fields said she would empow-
er principals by giving them more authority 
over budgets and discipline policies in their 
own schools. She would also establish parent 
resource centers in areas “where we want 
to promote more parental involvement.” Ms. 
Fields said that those centers would be of 
particular import in immigrant communities 
where parents may not speak English.

To fund her school proposals, Ms. Fields 
wants to be “aggressive and public in our fight 
for getting the dollars from Albany through 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity.” She would also 
order “an exhaustive audit of our current bud-
get” to redirect funds from central administra-
tion into classrooms, which she had hoped to 
see under the Bloomberg administration.

“The same kind of passion and determina-
tion we saw this mayor fight for an Olympic 
stadium on the west side of Manhattan is what 
I expected from this mayor — we haven’t seen 
it,” Ms. Fields said.

Like a principal, Ms. Fields would delegate 
power. In some ways, she embraces a philoso-
phy the opposite of that held by Mayor Bloom-
berg and even her rivals in the Democratic 
primary. Where they seek to consolidate power 
in the mayor’s office, Ms. Fields said she is 
comfortable delegating it and then holding 
those delegates responsible for their actions.

Ms. Fields cited the MTA as an ideal exam-
ple of an authority that needs to be held 
accountable for maintaining service “in areas 
like this and, obviously, many parts of Queens,” 
where express bus service is essential for 
commuting to Manhattan. She added, “with 
the MTA takeover it makes it even more of a 
mandate for a mayor to be focused on it. I have 
not had a sense that this has been a priority for 
this mayor. It will be a priority for me.”

Although Ms. Fields is an Alabama native who 
moved to New York in 1971, her thinking is now 
suffused with Manhattan, perhaps a consequence 
of managing that borough for eight years. When 
discussing after-school programs and economic 
development, Ms. Fields lapsed into examples 
from Chinatown and Harlem, which bear little 
resemblance to Riverdale and Kingsbridge.

A supporter of after-school programs, Ms. 
Fields said she would allow them to be run 
by community-based organizations instead of 
centralized by the city Department of Youth 
and Community Development.

Let community leaders lead

Economic development, Ms. Fields said, is 
guided best by elected officials and community 
leaders at the local level. She did allow that big 
box stores “have not been the projects that I’ve 
supported in smaller communities because of 
the impact that they have had or potentially 
would have on a lot of other existing services.”

Another project that Ms. Fields said she 
didn’t support was the selection of Van Cort-
landt Park as the site for the water filtration 
plant. Now that construction is underway, Ms. 
Fields said that it is imperative to ensure that 
the money promised to Bronx parks as a result 
of the filtration plant is distributed according to 
a timeline and in a transparent fashion.

One particular park that piqued Ms. Fields’ 
enthusiasm was the Hudson River Greenway, 
which she would love to see continued along 
the Hudson in Riverdale.

Affordable housing

Ms. Fields spoke passionately about the 
need to increase affordable housing through-
out the city, which she would do by mandating 
that developers set aside 20 percent of new 
buildings for middle- and low-income New 
Yorkers. She also proposes using money from 
the Battery Park City Fund to add to the afford-
able housing stock. “It has to be done on a 
massive scale like Mitchell-Lama and that will 
be my approach to making sure that we make 
it a priority,” Ms. Fields said.

While she supports preserving current 
affordable housing and building more on 
vacant land, Ms. Fields respects the rights 
of neighborhoods such as Riverdale to use 
zoning to preserve the status quo. Again, 
she emphasizes the need to work with local 
leadership and community boards to plan the 
neighborhood’s future.

For seniors, Ms. Fields would put more 
money toward senior citizen centers in the 
hopes of funding services to keep the elderly 
out of long-term care facilities. She also advo-
cates tax breaks for caretakers, children or 
relatives who look after seniors.

“I also support social daycare programs, 
as opposed to the medical model daycare pro-
grams, where seniors can go to senior citizen 
centers and get supportive services and care, 
like the one they have at the YM-YWHA pro-
gram here in Riverdale,” Ms. Fields said.

She has heard many complaints about Mr. 
Bloomberg’s handling of the Meals on Wheels 
program and, in another example of her belief 
in delegation, she thinks it is best left to com-
munity-based organizations.
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emony, said in a telephone inter-
view on Monday that building an 
unsupervised riverfront park run-
ning between the stations would 
be “irresponsible.” Mr. Koppell 
said he is not opposed to increas-
ing access to the waterfront, but 
that “it requires a great deal of 
study and thought.” 

At last Thursday’s ceremony, 
Rep. Eliot Engel said he was “ecstat-
ic” about the opening of the park. 
“This is lifting the fences and saying 
to the community ‘Come and enjoy 

your community,’” he said.
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 

was also on hand to share in the 
celebration. “This is something 
we’ve dreamed of for several years 
and now it’s a reality,” he said. 

While the sweeping view from 
the small park, which includes a 
bench and a fishing platform, is 
striking, residents have long been 
able to glimpse the Hudson River 
and Palisades from Wave Hill 
or Riverdale Park. What’s been 
lacking is public access to the 
waterfront. “This is the first direct 

access in the Bronx to the Hudson 
River for the general community,” 
Mayor Bloomberg noted.

On Tuesday, the first visitors 
walked along the paths, admiring 
the plantings, taking note of the 
signs and sighing with relief when-
ever a gust of cool air blew off the 
water, offering temporary relief 
from the sweltering heat. 

The narrow park, which is 
20 feet wide by 600 feet long, is 
reached by a ramp from the train 
station’s southbound platform. It 
is one of nine access sites being 

developed over Metro-North tracks 
in New York City, Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess counties, on 
orders of Gov. George Pataki. 

The state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation complet-
ed the $375,000 park in February, 
but a dispute over which agency—
Metro-North or the Parks Depart-
ment—would accept responsibility 
for its maintenance kept the gates 
locked. 

Last month, the agencies 
announced that they had reached 
an agreement, but said before the 

park could open some final touch-
ups were needed. According to 
the agreement signed by the city, 
Metro-North and the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion, the Parks Department will 
maintain the park, which will be 
open daily from 8 a.m. to dusk. 

Other officials at the ceremony 
included Barbara Fratianni, the 
special assistant to the DEC’s Hud-
son River Estuary Program, who 
oversaw the construction of the 
park, and Community Board 8 dis-
trict manager Grace Belkin.

(Continued from page A1)

The Baptist Home, designed 
by architect Augustus N. Allen, 
was built in 1930 on what was 
then Spuyten Duyvil Parkway, 
six years before the Henry 
Hudson Parkway was built. 

Mr. Allen designed many 
New York town houses and 
buildings, including the John 
Jermain Memorial Library in 
Sag Harbor, which is a historic 
landmark. 

The architect carefully pre-
served the trees that can still 
be seen on the Baptist Home’s 
grounds. The exterior of the 
five-story Colonial-style build-
ing is Harvard brick and lime-
stone, and a tower capped with 
a conical copper roof rises 
above the southern corner of 
the U-shaped building. 

Although the Landmarks 
Commission does not usu-
ally explain itself when its 
staff decides a building does 
not deserve landmark status, 

Mary Beth Betts, its director of 
research, offered a brief expla-
nation in response to a request 
from Councilman Oliver Kop-
pell.

She said the decision was 
made after senior staff mem-
bers reviewed the request and 
discussed it with a member of 
the commission and after the 
commission chairman Robert 
Tierney visited it. 

“After this evaluation, it 
was the conclusion of the com-
mittee that while the building 
might be a contributing com-
ponent as part of a historic dis-
trict, it lacked the architectural 
distinction to be considered as 
an individual landmark,” Ms. 
Betts wrote, adding that while 
residents may not agree with 
the decision, “in a city the size 
of New York, the committee 
must be extremely selective in 
the structures it proposes for 
landmark designation.” 

Not quite a landmark
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