
Dying to impress the principal
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AS PRINCIPAL for a Day Robert Friedman, below left, looked on, students at the Bronx Theatre High School 
participated in an acting exercise in which they mime dying.

By Alejandro Lazo

A wrought iron fence is in place, and 
river stones line the perimeter of a paved 
path along the Hudson River at the River-
dale train station.  Six sets of seats face the 
Palisades. 

But although Riverdale’s newest park, 
offering access to the Hudson shore for 
the first time, is nearly ready, it will remain 
closed to the public until at least Tuesday, 
April 19.

That is when Bronx Parks Commis-
sioner Hector Aponte has agreed to sit 
down with representatives of Metro-North 
at Bronx Borough President Adolfo Car-
rion Jr.’s office, in an attempt to hash out 
an agreement over which agency will be 
responsible for the Bronx’s first park on 
the river.

The Parks Department has agreed to 
maintain the park, although Mr. Aponte 
has said he does not have the resources to 
lock and unlock its gate every night. But 

the issue of who would be liable in case of 
a mishap — the city, which is in charge of 
the park, or the railroad, which owns the 
land, remains unresolved. 

“We are more than willing to take on 
maintenance of the park,” Mr. Aponte told 
The Press in late February. “We do not 
feel it would be appropriate for the city to 
assume liability for land that does not fall 
under the jurisdiction of the people of the 
City of New York.”

While Mr. Aponte said on Monday, 
through a spokeswoman, that his posi-
tion had not changed, both state agencies 
in negotiation with him said they were 
optimistic that an agreement would be 
reached. 

“I’m of the opinion that it will have 
a favorable outcome,” said Barbara Fra-
tianni, the special assistant at the state 
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion’s Estuary Program, who oversaw the 
design and building of the park.

By Alejandro Lazo

Prodded by the criticism of City 
Councilman Oliver Koppell and Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
acknowledged last week that 
Riverdale’s express buses have 
failed to keep to their sched-
ules since the MTA took over 
the service in January.

But the executive in charge 
of bus service blamed the fleet and the 
drivers the authority inherited from Liber-
ty Lines and promised that service would 
improve as new buses replaced the old 
ones in the near future.

Joined at a City Hall press conference 
April 7 by Council Speaker Gifford Miller 
and Councilman John Liu, chairman of the 
transportation committee, as well as two 

Riverdalians who ride the buses, Mr. Kop-
pell and Mr. Dinowitz blasted the MTA’s 
failure to keep the buses running on time 
and also also criticized it for new policies 
that make it harder for students and senior 

citizens to get discount rides. 
Express bus riders from 

Riverdale, interviewed by The 
Press last week, also gener-
ally agreed that the service has 
deteriorated.

“During the commute it’s 
a cattle wagon,” said Riverdalian Louise 
Devenish after getting off a midday BxM1 
at 42nd Street last week. “I feel like I’m in 
Mexico.”

“We’re playing ball, we’re paying five 
dollars,” she said, referring to the MTA’s 
dollar fare hike on Feb. 27, but she com-
plained riders who don’t have MetroCards 

By Alexi Friedman

The New York Press Association 
named Riverdale Press reporter Marie 
Villani Writer of the Year at its annual 
conference of community newspapers last 
weekend in Albany.

In giving her the association’s highest 
individual award, the judges praised her 
“tight writing” and “pol-
ished journalistic style.” 
She told “compelling sto-
ries,” they said, that “real-
ly pull readers in” with 
their opening paragraphs 
and hold their interest “to 
the end.”  

Competing against 
other large circulation 
weekly newspapers, 
The Press took home 13 
awards in this year’s Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest, 
including five first place 
prizes for excellence in 
writing and reporting, 
photography, design and 
advertising, but the high-
light was the award to 
Ms. Villani, who served 
as an intern at The Press
during her senior year at 
SUNY New Paltz, and joined the staff after 
graduating in 2001. 

The 10 articles The Press  submitted for 
the Writer of the Year award displayed Ms. 
Villani’s range as writer and reporter. The 
portfolio included stories about the tra-
vails of local third-graders being tutored 
for the state’s English and math exams 
and about a controversial student-run Web 
site that rates teachers, as well as a maga-

zine-length piece about the recent trend 
toward smaller public high schools and a 
poignant profile of a former high school 
football star killed in a car accident. 

Ms. Villani is the seventh Riverdale 
Press reporter to be named Writer of the 
Year since the award was inaugurated in 
1984. 

Editors and publishers from the Texas 
Press Association judged 
this year’s contest, which 
drew 4,159 entries from 
189 newspapers.

The judges were lav-
ish in their praise of Press 
co-publisher Richard 
Stein’s design talents, 
which have made the 
paper a perennial win-
ner. In giving the paper 
the top award for overall 
design excellence, they 
also cited the photogra-
phy and news staff, prais-
ing photos — “Football 
player in tears about 
broke my heart” — call-
ing the Better Living 
pages “beautiful” and 
lauding the “very cre-
ative” headline writing.

“You do the bold 
things well, the subtle things well,” added 
the judges, who awarded the first place 
prize for best use of color.

Press photo editor Mekea Z. Hurwitz 
won top honors for best feature photo for 
her underwater closeup of a boy swim-
ming, which appeared on the cover of  the 
Kids section. “This captures hard work 
and focus by the subject and the photog-
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MALCOLM STYLES, 14, left, and Michael Marshall, 14, center, participants in Riverdale Neighborhood 
House’s teen program, joined Jerome Harris, Neighborhood House’s recreation coordinator Monday to raise 
funds for the Riverdale Tsumani Fund. Tina Walker stopped by their table in the Skyview shopping center.

Homeless man 
joins campaign

to aid victims
of tsunami

By Evan Weinberger

Jerome Harris will never forget 
what he saw on April 8. 

A homeless man walked up to a 
table in front of the Food Empori-
um in the Skyview Shopping Cen-
ter where Mr. Harris, a recreation 
coordinator for Riverdale Neigh-
borhood House’s teen programs, 
had joined three youngsters to 
solicit donations to the Riverdale 
Tsunami Fund. The homeless man 
wanted to help.

The man found a few coins to 

add to the collection can. It wasn’t 
much, Mr. Harris said, but it was 
the most memorable of the 30 or 
40 contributions people made. 

“Basically, you have people giv-
ing what they can — some people 
giving above their means,” Mr. 
Harris said. 

And so Mr. Harris and a new 
group of kids set up their wood-
topped card table and folding 
metal chairs in front of the Food 
Emporium again on Monday after-
noon. They plastered the table 

Nearly finished, 
park can’t openSchools hope for help 

from principals for a day

(Continued on page A2)

Green 
day
Local schools and community 
organizations are celebrating 
Earth Day with events for volun-
teers who want to help clean up 
parks and gardens. Page A14.

Softball 
season
Can the Kennedy Flames match 
last year’s stellar play and can 
the Stein RKA Tigers keep 
building? See the high school 
softball preview, page B7.

Passover 
delights
Granddaughter of Ceil selects 
serves up mouth-watering 
Passover holiday desserts, 
along with some history. 
Better Living, pages B1-3.
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Slow buses 
rile riders
MTA blames equipment 
inherited from Lib Lines

Editorial 
comment

See page A12
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Press reporter named 
state ‘Writer of Year’

MARIE VILLANI

By Marie Villani

In need of a quick blessing, 15-year-
old Chris Zapata kissed the medallion 
around his neck and took his place in 
the center of the classroom.

The aspiring actor, a student at the 
Bronx Theatre High School, was per-
forming for two dozen or so spectators 
— most of them his classmates — but 
his sights were trained on one in partic-
ular: Robert Friedman, a smallish man 
in his late 40s, with a full head of black 
hair and wearing rimmed eyeglasses.

Running through his lines with 

fellow student Carlos Aviles, Chris 
stammered a bit. The sophomore was 
clearly nervous, and rightfully so: Mr. 
Friedman is the president of the enter-
tainment production company Classic 
Media. 

“It definitely put the pressure on,” 
Chris said afterward. “He’s a big busi-
nessman.”

A former co-chairman of New Line 
Cinema, whose current company owns 
the rights to Golden Books and car-
toons such as Rocky & Bullwinkle and 
Richie Rich, Mr. Friedman volunteered 
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now have to “bring a whole roll of 
quarters,” because the MTA has 
removed fare boxes that accept 
dollar bills.

Thomas Savage, president of 
MTA Bus, acknowledged delays, 
but said service would improve 
as new buses came online. He 
defended the removal of dollar 
bill stations and the reduction of 
half-fare hours for seniors,  say-
ing that as the MTA took over the 
city’s private express bus lines it 
intended to bring their policies 
into line with the agency’s own 
express bus service.

By the end of this month, Mr. 
Savage said, 40 of Riverdale’s 
express buses — nearly half  the 
86 bus fleet — should be brand 
new, cutting down on delays.

Mr. Miller blamed Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, who master-

minded the takeover of the private 
express bus lines, for failing to 
negotiate stricter conditions with 
the MTA. 

“Frankly, the MTA has a his-
tory of finding ways to under-
serve their riders at the expense 
of the outer boroughs,” Mr. Miller 
added.

A spokesman for the mayor, 
Jordan Barowitz, replied that Mr. 
Miller was simply playing politics 
with the express bus issue.

“Gifford Miller’s interest in this 
issue has been primarily shilling 
on behalf of the bus owners and 
the unions to raise campaign con-
tributions,” he charged.

Tatiana Pavlova, a Riverdalian 
who commutes to the financial 
district every morning using the 
BxM18, said since the MTA take-
over, she has been late to work at 
least once and took a taxi home 

from Midtown Manhattan on 
another occasion, with a group 
of women who had grown tired 
of waiting for an express bus to 
arrive.

“The buses don’t follow a sched-
ule,” she said at last week’s press 
conference.

David Hochhauser, president of 
the tenants association at the Cen-
tury, added that numerous families 
from his building had complained 
in recent months.

Since the takeover, Mr. Savage 
said, MTA mechanics had found 
nine former Liberty Lines buses 
with cracked axles and seven with 
engine and transmission prob-
lems.

He also said he found the 
records of some of the Liberty 
Lines drivers wanting, and blamed 
some of the delays on the need to 
retrain drivers “in terms of safety 

issues.”
Mr. Dinowitz and Mr. Koppell 

said they had received numer-
ous complaints from Riverdalians 
about the senior discount, which 
used to take effect at 9 a.m. but 
now does not begin until 10. They 
also derided the new requirement 
that students use coins to pay their 
fare if they wanted to take advan-
tage of their half-fare passes.

 “The senior citizen half-fare 
policy across the rest of the city 
always began at 10 in the morn-
ing,” Mr. Savage countered. “We 
just made the former Liberty Lines 
policy consistent with the rest of 
the city.”

The same was true for the 
removal of the dollar bill stations, 
Mr. Savage added. 

The city Department of Edu-
cation provides half-fare cards to 
students, but they can’t be used in 

conjunction with MetroCards. 
Riverdale’s most famous high 

school student, David Bauer, 
who won this year’s Intel Science 
Search, was among those com-
plaining about the need to carry 
pockets full of quarters. “The big 
issue is for the large number of 
students, like myself, who com-
mute into the city,” said the 17-
year-old, a senior at Hunter Col-
lege High School.

Not all express bus riders are 
unhappy with the MTA. “They got 
a new budget, they got new buses, 
very soon it’s going to be perfect,” 
said Riverdalian Tony Panos while 
riding the BxM1 last week.

“The only thing I don’t under-
stand is the dollar bills,” he contin-
ued. “It’s ridiculous, now you have 
to carry five dollars in change.”
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MTA blames old buses for problems

to spend the morning of April 6 at 
the school as part of the annual 
Principal for a Day program run by 
the not-for-profit Public Education 
Needs Civic Involvement in Learn-
ing, or PENCIL. 

As he chatted with students 
and toured the school, housed 
on the seventh and eighth floors 
of John F. Kennedy High School, 
Mr. Friedman made it clear he 
wasn’t there to scout the next big 
star. Instead he came to see what 
resources the school needs to help 
that next big star blossom.

This year, for the first time in 
the event’s 11 years, PENCIL exec-
utives tried hard to match “prin-
cipals” with schools they share a 
common interest with, in an effort 
to boost corporate contributions to 
public education. 

Executives from Microsoft vis-
ited the IN-Tech Academy, MS/
HS 368; the chief operating officer 
of Modells Sporting Goods came 
to Kennedy High School; and the 
executive deputy commissioner of 
Mental Hygiene Services for the 
city of New York toured the Marie 
Curie High School for Nursing, 
Medicine and the Allied Health 
Professions.

At the Robert J. Christen School, 
PS 81, and the David A. Stein 
Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy, 
MS/HS 141, alumni were reunited 
with their alma maters.

“The idea is that they will make 
the mental connection and then 
see how they can help them from 
there,” said Janet Corcoran, presi-
dent of PENCIL. She visited the 
Marie Curie High School alongside 
Lloyd Sederer from the Department 
of Health, Dr. Mitchell Cairo, direc-
tor of Pediatric Cancer Research at 
Children’s Hospital at New York-
Presbyterian and Manhattan Bor-
ough President, C. Virginia Fields, 
a former social worker.

Candidate’s quiz

Ms. Fields, who is running for 
mayor, asked a number of ques-
tions about the small high school’s 
expansion in the Kingsbridge 
Terrace building, now primarily 
occupied by the John Peter Tetard 
School, MS 143. As MS 143 is 
slowly phased out over the next two 
years, Marie Curie will grow, serv-
ing seventh through 12th grade. 

She also took some time to quiz 
students. 

“What do you consider the 
most important health issue affect-
ing your community?” she asked. 
Nearly in unison, the students 
answered “HIV/AIDS.”

“That’s very good. You’re cer-
tainly on top of it.”

Students shot back with ques-
tions of their own.

“You’re the borough president, 
right?” 16-year-old Chris Tytel 
asked rhetorically. “You think you 
can tell them to start school later?” 
The room erupted in laughter. “I 
gotta take two trains and a bus to 
get here.” 

Ms. Fields, who smiled at the 
sophomore, skirted the question, 
skillfully.

But while Ms. Fields wanted 
to focus on Marie Curie’s future, 
Rozlyn Anderson was too busy 
reliving her past at PS 81. Now a 
director at Merrill Lynch, the for-
mer Riverdale resident toured her 
old school with principal Melodie 
Mashel. She remarked that the 
biggest change she noticed is the 
diversity of the student body. Ms. 
Anderson, who graduated in the 
1960s, said she was one of only a 
handful African-American children 
in the Riverdale Avenue elemen-
tary school then.

Art anyone?

When Ms. Anderson asked 
what the school’s biggest needs 
were, Ms. Mashel’s eyes lit up. “I 
want an art program,” she said, 
adding that she wanted to bring 
both an art and music studio to 
the school. 

Coincidently, the next stop on 
the tour was to Nikki Grochows-
ki’s second-grade class, where 
students gave a knockout perfor-
mance, adapting the story of Keep 
the Lights Burning Abbie into a 
20-minute skit.

Ms. Anderson gave the stu-
dents a stunning review.

“I was so impressed. You read 
your lines so well I thought you 
were older,” she said, adding, 
“This is better than anything I’ve 
seen on Broadway lately.”

Ms. Anderson said she would 
be in touch with Ms. Mashel to 
talk about how the school can beef 
up its arts program.

Similarly, Mr. Friedman offered 
Bronx Theatre students internship 
opportunities with his production 
company. 

He also offered some sound 
advice. Mr. Friedman told a Cin-
derella story involving his former 
assistant, Jeffrey Reddick, who 
rose to fame. Mr. Reddick was only 
in the business five years before 
his script Final Destination was 
picked up and made into a movie.

“It was the first thing he had 
ever written. In the meantime he 
had to earn money and chase the 
dream,” Mr. Friedman told stu-
dents. “If you really love some of 
the stuff you do around here, stick 
with it. You never know.”
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MAINTENANCE and security issues continue to delay the opening of the new river-
front park at the Riverdale train station.

Nearly finished, park
at riverfront can’t open

Principals for day 
get a taste of life  
at local schools 
(Continued from page A1)

with the familiar blue signs with 
the Japanese wave that are dis-
played in businesses around River-
dale. “We just wanted to help the 
less fortunate, with the tsunami,” 
said Malcolm Styles, 14, who was 
one of the three teens manning the 
table Monday. 

Residents of the coastal regions 
from Indonesia to Somalia whose 
homes and livelihoods were lost 
when the wave crashed ashore the 
day after Christmas need help to 
rebuild. Michael Marshall, 12, said 
of passersby, “Hopefully, they’ll 
feel like they want to do the right 
thing and give a little money.” His 
companion, Alex Bell, 12, added, 
“Spare change is enough.”

The Riverdale Tsunami Fund 
is collecting money to send to Bat-
ticaloa in eastern Sri Lanka, where 

it will be used in the recovery 
effort by Action Against Hunger, 
an organization that has worked in 
Sri Lanka for several years. 

Of the estimated 39,000 deaths 
in the country, about 3,000 were in 
Batticaloa. As of the end of Febru-
ary, nearly 50,000 people were still 
in refugee camps there, includ-
ing some 20 operated by Action 
Against Hunger. 

Donation cards are available at 
businesses around Riverdale, and 
checks made out to the Riverdale 
Tsunami Fund can be mailed care 
of Riverdale Neighborhood House, 
5521 Mosholu Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 
10471. Donations can also be made 
at Action Against Hunger’s Web 
site, www.aah-usa.org, specifying 
that they are for the Riverdale 
Tsunami Fund. 

Tsunami touches 
homeless man

Villani is ‘Writer of Year’ (Continued from page A1)

“Of course we are optimis-
tic,” said Marjorie Anders, 
a spokeswoman for Metro-
North. “We’re always optimis-
tic. It’s a beautiful facility and 
it’s spring.”

Local advocates and offi-
cials were more cautious, and 
criticized the Parks Depart-
ment for backing out of an 
agreement to lock and unlock 
the gates to protect the park 
from late-night carousing.

The gate should be 
installed this week, where 
orange netting is now in place 
on the southbound platform, 
said Ms. Fratianni. That and 
the planting of wildflower 
seeds are all that remains to 
be done. 

The Riverdale Nature 
Preservancy urged the Parks 
Department to take responsi-
bility for the gate. Saying in 

a letter to Mr. Aponte, “This 
park represents an impor-
tant step toward opening the 
Bronx waterfront of the Hud-
son River to New Yorkers,” it 
asked him “to keep an agree-
ment made and accepted by 
your agency, the people of this 
borough, our elected officials, 
and the State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, 
who are all faced with a new 
park that cannot open.”

 “I’m always concerned 
because we had meetings, sev-
eral meetings, years ago and I 
thought we had an agreement 
from the Parks Department 
about maintenance, care and 
security and now they seemed 
to be reneging,” Assembly-
man Jeffrey Dinowitz said.

 “I would hope that we 
would all come to a meeting 
of the minds,” Mr. Dinowitz 
continued, “and the Parks 

Department would live up to 
its agreement on that little 
piece of land.”

Ari Hoffnung, the chair-
man of Community Board 8’s 
parks and recreation commit-
tee, said he was “cautiously 
optimistic” about an agree-
ment being reached at next 
week’s meeting. “I’m a little 
troubled that this is taking so 
long,” Mr. Hoffnung said. “I 
would like to think it would be 
resolved.”

North of Riverdale, “There 
are lots of stations that double 
as a park,” Mr. Hoffnung con-
tinued. Ms. Anders cited the 
park at the Greystone train 
station in Yonkers, which 
that city has enthusiastically 
agreed to be responsible for. 

“It’s really unfortunate that 
we don’t have this,” Mr. Hoff-
nung said.
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How to reach us:
Our offices are located at 6155 Broadway, 
Bronx, NY 10471. We are open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. every weekday. Call us at one of 
the telephone numbers listed below. A voice 
mail system will record inquiries after busi-
ness hours. 

To subscribe:
The Press is mailed to the homes of subscribers 
for delivery every Thurs day. One-year subscrip-
tions in The Bronx, Manhattan or Westchester 
are available for $20, two-year subscriptions 
for $34. Elsewhere in the United States, $27 per 
year. Over seas, $27 per year plus postage. You 
may subscribe by phone by calling 718-543-
6065 and asking for the circulation department. 
Please allow at least four weeks for processing 
your order. You may charge your subscription to 
VISA, Mastercard or American Express.

News items:
News releases of general interest must be 
in our office by Friday  at 5 p.m. to be con-
sidered for publication the following week. 
Releases for our Better Living section must 
be in our office by Wednesday at 5 p.m. to 
be considered for publication the  fol  lowing 
week. For further information or to report a 
breaking news story call 718-543-6065 and 
ask for the news department.

Letters to the editor:
The Press provides an open forum for opin-
ions and welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters should be typed if possible, must 
be signed, and should be accompanied by 
an address and daytime phone number for 
verification. For longer submissions, Point 
of view is an occasional column for readers 
on the Op-ed page. Letters and Point of view 
articles must be in our office by noon Friday 
to be considered for publication the following 
week. They are subject to editing for length 
and clarity.

To place a display ad:
Display advertising for placement in the general 
news sections of The Press must be in our office 
by Monday at noon for publication that week. 
Advertising for placement in the Better Living 
section must be in our office by Friday at noon of 
the week before publication. Pro fes sion al direc-
tory and Dining guide advertising is inserted on 
a monthly basis with deadlines at 12 p.m. on 
the last Wednesday of each month before pub-
lication. An advertising representative will gladly 
assist you in pre paring your message. Please 
call 718-543-6065 for an appointment. Ask for 
the display advertising de part ment.

To place a classified ad:
The Press runs the largest classified adver-
tising section in the Bronx each week. 
Ad vertisements must be in our office by 
Monday at 3 p.m. for publication that week. 
All classified ads are payable in advance. 
We accept VISA, Master card and American 
Express. A classified representative will gladly 
assist you in preparing your message. Please 
stop by our office during regular business 
hours or call 718-543-6200.

Facsimile and e-mail:
The Press is equipped to accept your ads, 
releases, etc. by FAX or e-mail. Our FAX line 
is open 24 hours a day. Please dial 718-548-
4038. E-mail addresses for press releases, 
news items, letters to the editor, and for 
various staff members and departments are 
listed below:

Advertising
advertising@riverdalepress.com

Classified
classified@riverdalepress.com

Letters to the editor
letters@riverdalepress.com

Press releases and news items
newsroom@riverdalepress.com

Sports
sports@riverdalepress.com

Home delivery
subscriptions@riverdalepress.com

Siobhan Egan
segan@riverdalepress.com

Alexi Friedman
afriedman@riverdalepress.com

Mekea Hurwitz
mhurwitz@riverdalepress.com

Alejandro Lazo
alazo@riverdalepress.com

Helene Plotkin
hplotkin@riverdalepress.com

Bernard L. Stein
bstein@riverdalepress.com

Richard L. Stein
rstein@riverdalepress.com

Marie Villani
mvillani@riverdalepress.com

Evan Weinberger
eweinberger@riverdalepress.com

Postmaster please note:
The Riverdale Press USPS 466-820 is pub-
lished weekly every Thursday for $20 per year 
by Dale Press, Inc. 6155   Broad way, Bronx, 
NY, 10471-3153. Periodicals postage paid at 
Bronx, NY. Postmaster: please send address 
chan ges to The Riverdale Press, 6155 Broad-
way, Bronx, NY 10471-3153.

rapher. Good creative approach to 
a common event.”

In awarding The Press first prize 
for advertising excellence, the judg-
es called its entry “clearly the over-
all winner,” citing the variety and 
design of its display advertising  and 
the easy-to-read classified section.

All-told, the paper’s display 
advertising department headed by 
director of marketing Phyllis Steele 
won five awards. They recognized 
the work of Ms. Steele’s sales staff, 
Renée Abouf and Migdalia Archil-
la, and the design staff headed by 
Lynette Simmons and including 
MaryBeth Schulze.

The campaign The Press

designed for Liberty Lines express 
bus, featuring Americans who have 
led the cause of liberty, won a sec-
ond place award, as did the Kids 
section, which the judges said was 
clearly “well-used by parents in the 
community.”

Another second  place award 
went to the classified advertising 
staff headed by AnneMarie Coyle. 
The judges cited the pages’ “clean, 
nice design, great index” and busi-
ness card directory.

The “very clean, sharp presen-
tation” of multi-advertiser pages 
in the annual Little League special 
section earned a third prize, as 
did the partnership The Press has 
forged with local restaurants to 

give subscribers  a meal out. 
Photographer Siobhan Egan’s 

photo of a  Fieldston High School 
girls soccer game won a second 
place award for best sports photo. 
Many soccer pictures were sub-
mitted, said the judges, but “none 
captured the action like this one.”

Press political reporter Evan 
Weinberger’s exposé of state Sen. 
Efrain Gonzalez’s links to non-
profit organizations for which he 
procured state funds won a third 
prize for best news story. “Several 
characteristics come to mind about 
the writer, but certainly courage is 
among the first,” said the judges.

The Press also won a third prize 
for its front page.
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